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Results 

Ϯϱϵ respoŶses ǁere reĐeiǀed; represeŶiŶg approǆiŵatelǇ ϯϱ% of the populaioŶ of UK 
reporiŶg radiographers. ϱϬ.ϰ% ;Ŷ=ϭϮϲ/ϮϱϬͿ had liŵitaioŶs applied to their reporiŶg 
praĐiĐe. 

ϳϯ.Ϭ% ;Ŷ=ϵϮ/ϭϮϲͿ of all liŵitaioŶs are 
related to age. The ŵost ĐoŵŵoŶ ages 
prohiďited froŵ reporiŶg ǁere <ϮǇrs 
;ϰϭ.ϯ%Ϳ, <ϯǇrs ;ϭϱ.Ϯ%Ϳ, <ϭϲǇrs ;ϭϰ.ϭ%Ϳ 
aŶd <ϭϴǇrs ;ϭϬ.ϵ%Ϳ. 

Ϯϵ.ϰ% ;Ŷ=ϯϳ/ϭϮϲͿ of respoŶdeŶts haǀe 
liŵitaioŶs oŶ ĐliŶiĐal historǇ, ŵost Đoŵ-
ŵoŶlǇ oŶ reporiŶg ŶoŶ-trauŵa ;ϯϳ.ϴ% 
Ŷ=ϭϰ/ϯϳͿ aŶd Ŷot reporiŶg radiographs 
that shoǁ orthopaediĐ prostheses 
;ϭϴ.ϵ% Ŷ=ϳ/ϯϳͿ.  

ϯϮ.ϳ% ;Ŷ=ϴϰ/ϮϱϳͿ regularlǇ ateŶd ŵuli-disĐipliŶarǇ teaŵ ;MDTͿ ŵeeiŶgs. The ŵost 
ĐoŵŵoŶlǇ ateŶded ŵeeiŶgs are; ED/trauŵa/orthopaediĐ ;ϰϰ.Ϭ% Ŷ=ϯϳ/ϴϰͿ, rheuŵatol-
ogǇ ;ϮϬ.Ϯ% Ŷ=ϭϳ/ϴϰͿ aŶd radiologǇ ;ϭϭ.ϵ% Ŷ=ϭϬ/ϴϰͿ. Other MDT ŵeeiŶgs ateŶded 
iŶĐlude Đhest, paediatriĐ, ŵusĐuloskeletal, dual ǆ-raǇ aďsorpioŵetrǇ ;DXAͿ aŶd tuďerĐu-
losis ;TBͿ. The ŵajoritǇ of respoŶdeŶts ;ϴϬ.Ϭ% Ŷ=ϰϴ/ϲϬͿ ateŶd MDT ŵeeiŶgs at least 
oŶĐe a ŵoŶth, ǁith ϱϯ.ϯ% ;Ŷ=ϯϮ/ϲϬͿ ateŶdiŶg at least oŶĐe a ǁeek. 

IŶtroduĐioŶ 

Year-oŶ-Ǉear iŶĐreases iŶ radiologǇ ǁorkloads pose a sigŶiiĐaŶt 
ĐhalleŶge; the reporiŶg of plaiŶ-radiographs ďǇ radiographers 
ofers a ǀiaďle aŶd Đost-efeĐiǀe alterŶaiǀe to tradiioŶal sǇsteŵs.  

Radiographer reporiŶg of plaiŶ-radiographs has ďeeŶ ǁidelǇ eŵ-
ďraĐed iŶ the UK, hoǁeǀer iŵpleŵeŶtaioŶ aŶd uilisaioŶ ǀaries 
hugelǇ ďetǁeeŶ iŶdiǀiduals aŶd eŵploǇers. EǀideŶĐe suggests that 
ŵaŶǇ reporiŶg radiographers haǀe liŵitaioŶs oŶ their praĐiĐe. 

CoŶĐlusioŶ 

LiŵitaioŶs oŶ radiographer praĐiĐe are 
ĐoŵŵoŶ; there is a laĐk of ĐoŶsisteŶĐǇ iŶ 
reporiŶg praĐiĐe aĐross the UK, ǁith a 
postĐode loterǇ of roles aŶd paieŶt path-
ǁaǇs. Most reporiŶg radiographers haǀe 
liŵitaioŶs oŶ their praĐiĐe, aŶd these do 
Ŷot appear to ďe ďased oŶ latest eǀideŶĐe.  

IŶ ǀieǁ of the ǁell-doĐuŵeŶted ďaĐklogs of 
plaiŶ-ilŵ radiographs iŶ the UK, it ǁould 
ďe prudeŶt to reŵoǀe liŵitaioŶs that 
areŶ't ďased oŶ ďest-eǀideŶĐe, to alloǁ 
reporiŶg radiographers to further ĐoŶtriď-
ute to reduĐiŶg pressures oŶ radiologǇ 
departŵeŶts.  

Method 

Radiographers eŵploǇed to proǀide a deiŶiiǀe ǁriteŶ report oŶ 
plaiŶ radiographs ǁere iŶǀited to Đoŵplete aŶ oŶliŶe surǀeǇ.  

IŶ April ϮϬϭϱ, leters ǁere posted to eǀerǇ aĐute NHS trust iŶ the 
UK, ǁith a respoŶse iŵefraŵe of siǆ ǁeeks. IŶforŵaioŶ ǁas 
sought regardiŶg deŵographiĐs, geographiĐal loĐaioŶ, aŶd sĐope 
of praĐiĐe. 
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AŶatoŵiĐal sĐope No. ;%Ϳ 
AppeŶdiĐular Ϯϱϱ ;ϵϴ.ϱͿ 
Aǆial ϮϬϴ ;ϴϬ.ϯͿ 
Chest ϯϵ   ;ϭϱ.ϭͿ 
AďdoŵeŶ ϮϬ   ;ϳ.ϳͿ 

Referral sĐope No. ;%Ϳ 
ED Ϯϱϱ ;ϵϴ.ϴͿ 
PriŵarǇ Đare ;iŶĐludiŶg GPͿ ϭϱϰ ;ϱϵ.ϳͿ 
OutpaieŶt ϭϱϯ ;ϱϵ.ϯͿ 
IŶpaieŶt ϭϰϱ ;ϱϲ.ϮͿ 
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