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10	Ways	to	Use	Twitter	

to	Enrich	Your	Course	

Introduction 

Twitter is being used to promote course 

engagement, foster a sense of 

belonging and to enhance interactivity. 

As a social media it is suited to supporting non—

hierarchical communication and conversations. 

If you, as an academic, see a potential for stimulating 

engagement it is suggested that you discuss this with 

your students before advocating its use. Explain why 

you think involvement in Twitter would be useful. Also 

consider clarifying with your students when it is better to 

use other forms of communication. 

The Course Hashtag 

The key to many ideas here is to create a unique hashtag e.g. #JPP13. A hashtag is 

a string of characters that you, as a group, decide to use in every message relating 

to the group. Group members can search for and filter messages with that tag. Here 

are 10 ways for using Twitter with your students: 

1. Resource building - tutors AND students can use a course hashtag to 

share links to relevant resources. These could include websites, news 

articles, videos, podcasts, images, SlideShare presentations as well as 

books and journal papers. 

2. Interactive lectures - ask students to answer questions during a lecture. 

Or, get people talking before the lecture or the seminar by raising 

questions. 

3. Quick-fire recap of a lecture - ask students to summarise key points  

4. Instant feedback - areas they would like to go over again 

5. Reminders of deadlines and events 

6. Set up a Twitter chat with an industry expert, client group or professional 

community 

7. Research ideas and opinions using the advanced search  

8. Reviews - write a concise micro review of a book, an article, a film or 

event 

9. Survey - set up a poll or an online questionnaire and tweet the link 

10. Direct messaging - use DM for tutorial questions 

Twitter is a real-time 

information network 

powered by people all 

around the world. 

The informal, quick nature of 

Twitter sets it apart from 

other social media tools. 

Educators are making good 

use of Twitter sharing short 

messages, often containing 

links to media rich resources 

http://twitter.com 
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Twitter Jargon 

• Tweet: a 140-character message. 

• Retweet (RT): re-posting and giving credit to someone else’s tweet. 

• Feed: the stream of tweets you see on your homepage. It’s comprised of 

updates from users you follow. 

• Handle: your username. 

• Mention (@): a way to reference another user by his username in a tweet. 

Users are notified when @mentioned. It’s a way to conduct discussions with 

other users in a public realm. 

• Direct Message (DM): a private, 140-character message between two people. 

You may only DM a user who follows you. 

• Hashtag (#): a way to denote a topic of conversation or participate in a larger 

linked discussion. A hashtag is a discovery tool that allows others to find your 

tweets, based on topics. You can also click on a hashtag to see all the tweets 

that mention it in real time - even from people you don’t follow. 

Signing up to Twitter: 

You can sign up to Twitter at https://twitter.com   

You'll just need to choose a username and add a profile picture. 

View this screencast to find out more about signing up and using Twitter: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ovjaK85FFqQ 

Further information 
• 7 Things you should know about Twitter, Educause. Online at: 

http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELi7027.pdf 

• Twitter and Teaching and Learning, a SlideShare by David Peter. Online at: 

http://www.slideshare.net/dpeter19/twitter-and-teaching-and-learning-1574707 

• Twitter Mini-Master Class, a SlideShare by Sue Beckingham. Online at: 

http://www.slideshare.net/suebeckingham/twitter-mini-masterclass 
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