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What is an Academic Adviser, and 
how can they help me get the most 
out of my studies?



Academic Advising: the Basics

• Academic Advising is for ALL students on all taught 
courses.

• Students offered 3 contact points a year.

• Your Academic Adviser will provide your reference.

• Your Course Team will tell you who your Academic 
Adviser is.

• Email
• Induction Session
• Meeting on your Timetable
• Blackboard



What is an Academic Adviser?

Your academic adviser is here to help you grow!

1. Academic Development and Progression
Developing understanding and skills to enable the 
successful progression through and completion of 
academic study. 

2. Personal Development
Improving self-awareness - building confidence, creativity 
and resilience to contribute to the identification and 
attainment of personal goals.

3. Professional Development
Developing professional aspirations, identifying and 
undertaking CV enhancing activities to enable a 
successful transition into the world of work.

Your Academic Adviser will write you a REFERENCE for jobs/further study

https://vimeo.com/289389892


How will your 
Academic 
Adviser 
support your 
Academic 
Development?

What they CAN do:
• Discuss feedback you get on assessments.
• Help you identify what you need to do to improve your 

grades.
• Signpost you to services for additional support.
• Write your reference (endorsement) for jobs or further 

study

What they can NOT do:
• Proof read your work.
• Teach you how to cite other authors in your work 

(referencing in academic work).
• Comment on individual assessments



Where might your Academic Adviser 
signpost  you to for academic support?

• The Skills Centre
• Studiosity

• University Language Scheme (ULS)

• Department specific or Central support teams

• LinkedIn Learning



     

What do 
students say 
about their 
Academic 
Adviser?



BOOST
Who is it for?
PG COURSES “...WITH WORK EXPERIENCE”.

Where do you get more information and 
sign up?
The Boost Blackboard site.

If you are unsure if this scheme applies to you speak to your Course Leader.



Who’s Who at Hallam?

Course Leader
Your Course Leader is responsible for your 
course, you will meet them at Hallam 
Welcome, they might teach you, and will 
communicate by email.

Module Leader
You will have different Module Leaders for 
each module you study. They will teach on the 
module and ensure students understand the 
assessments.  You will find their contact details 
on Blackboard sites.



Group Sessions Individual support Online Resources

Webinars 
1-hour online group sessions on over 20 
academic skills topics. Browse our calendar to 
book.

1-1 appointments
30-minute appointments, available online, on 
campus or over the phone.

SkillsCheck
Online self-assessment for academic skills. All 
students receive a personalised action plan via 
email.

Bootcamps
4-week bootcamp programmes to boost your 
assignment writing (Semester 1) and 
dissertation skills (Semester 2). Open to all 
students.

Virtual drop-in
Every Wednesday, 4-6pm. Experts in academic 
skills, library and literature searching, digital skills 
and statistic available to chat online. No need to 
book.

e-Modules
• Induction module – ‘Essential Skills for 

Academic Success’ – for all new students.
• Group work

Writing Gym
6-week summer writing programme for Level 7 
students, focusing on the Masters dissertation. 
and writing skills. 

Writing feedback (Studiosity)
24/7 feedback on draft work – 8 submissions of 
2500 words available to all students from August 
1st 2022. 

Students need to register to activate.

Online study guides
How-to guides on all webinar topics.

Skills for Study
Interactive e-learning package on academic skills 
topics, including referencing and plagiarism.

What the Skills Centre offer

https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/skillscentre/events/bytopic
https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/skills/talk#s-lg-box-wrapper-18516211
https://creativemarket.com/bilmaw/..%5Cgo.shu.ac.uk%5Cskillscheck
https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/bootcamp
https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/skillscentre/events/bytype#s-lg-box-15218343
https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/essentialskillsmodule
https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/blog/New-Group-Work-Training-Module-now-available
https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/writing-gym
https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/skills/feedback
https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/blog/activate-your-free-studiosity-account-now
https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/skills/resources
https://www.skillsforstudy.com/


Find out more
If you’re new to study in the UK:
• Sign up to our 30-minute e-module, which includes skills resources for international students and a 

quick self-evaluation tool to identify your current skills strengths.

• Attend an ‘Introduction to Academic Writing in the UK’ webinar to build your knowledge of academic 
writing conventions in the UK.

To explore upcoming skills sessions and 1-1 appointments:
Visit our What’s On guide.

If you prefer to study independently at first:
Explore our Skill Guides or watch session recordings online.

If you have any questions:
Email us at skillscentre@shu.ac.uk

https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/essentialskillsmodule
https://unihub.shu.ac.uk/students/events/search?query=&EventType=249&campus=
https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/skillscentre/events/bytopic
https://libguides.shu.ac.uk/skills/resources
http://bit.ly/recorded-sessions.
mailto:skillscentre@shu.ac.uk


Where can you find out more?

• Your Academic Adviser

• Your Course Leader



How helpful was this 
session for you?

Is there anything else you 
need to know?
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