Accepted for publication? Deposit in SHURA

Publishing Open Access is about to become more important than ever. On 1 April 2016 new
regulations come into place. If you want your work to be eligible for the next REF, you have to
deposit your peer-reviewed manuscript in SHURA on acceptance by the publisher.

REF

The Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) is the organisation that every 5 or 6 years
undertakes a quality assessment of research conducted at UK universities. This informs a league
table of research excellence for institutions and individual Units of Assessment (similar to
disciplines). The assessment also determines the allocation of public research funding to institutions.
The Research Excellence Framework (REF) 2014 was the most recent quality assessment.

Open Access requirements

For the next assessment, REF 2020, HEFCE have introduced an Open Access requirement.
It comes into force on 1 April 2016.

As from that date, the final peer-reviewed manuscript of any article in a journal or conference
proceedings with an ISSN number:

o must be deposited in SHURA (http://shura.shu.ac.uk)
o must be deposited within three months of the date of acceptance

You must also send proof of the date of acceptance (such as an email or letter from your publisher)
to library-research-support@shu.ac.uk. This evidence will be kept with the article's record in SHURA.

The date of acceptance is the date that you receive a notification from your publisher that your
manuscript has been peer-reviewed and that you have made all academically necessary changes in
response to that review.
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Want to know more?

The following materials are available to you.

Open Access: what you need to know in 250
words (leaflet)

http://research.shu.ac.uk/library/oa/OA-

KeyMessages.pdf

Open Access guidance website

http://research.shu.ac.uk/library/oa/

Open Access checklist for authors

http://research.shu.ac.uk/library/oa/checklist.html

Questions?

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the Library Research
Support team, library-research-support@shu.ac.uk, or by contacting Dr Eddy Verbaan on (0114 225)

38 52.
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