
Academic Writing Effective study 

 

 

 

Introduction to Academic Writing 

Learn about structure, style, critical arguments and using 

research in your writing.  

Planning and Structuring your Assignments 

Learn how to understanding essay questions and develop 

tools for planning and structuring successful assignments. 

Critical Writing 

An introduction to the key aspects of being critical and how 

to transform descriptive writing into critical essays.  

Advanced Critical Writing: Analysis and Evaluation 

Expand your knowledge of critical writing, analysing and 

evaluating evidence and effective paragraph structure. 

Reflective Writing 

An introduction to the key principles and frameworks for 

reflective writing. 

Literature Reviews 

A practical guide to planning and writing a literature review. 

Editing and Proofreading 

Identify common mistakes and develop strategies to  

improve your writing accuracy.  

Workshops  

Interactive workshops on all topics, offering practical tips 
and strategies to improve your study skills.  

Forums 

Discuss work-in-progress in a small group, get feedback 
and consider strategies to develop your work. 

Quick Query Drop-ins  

For quick questions, our advisors run drop-ins (up to 15 
mins) at both campuses. Check our website for details. 

Looking to boost your study skills? 
However you prefer to learn, we offer a range of sessions to develop your academic skills: 

Referencing workshops 

Getting started with APA referencing 

A 30 minute workshop to help you get started with APA 

referencing and ask any questions you have about APA. 

Getting started with ProQuest RefWorks  
Learn how to use ProQuest RefWorks software to create 
citations and reference lists. 

Planning for Academic Success 

Manage your studies and organise your time effectively.  

Making the Most of Lectures 

Develop effective notetaking strategies and learn how to 

apply this knowledge to your studies. 

Effective reading strategies 

Practical strategies for evaluating sources, taking effective 

notes and integrating evidence into your writing.  

Presentation skills 

Plan and present with confidence. 

Exam Revision and Strategy 

Develop effective revision strategies and prepare for a 

range of different exam question formats. 

Research skills 

Planning your research 

Learn about the essential stages in planning research,  

including research questions, methodologies and ethics. 

Writing up your research 

A step-by-step guide to structuring and writing a  

successful dissertation or extended project.  

Not sure where to start? Take the new SkillsCheck to get personalised recommendations on how to 
build your academic skills. Visit our website to get started. 

Twitter: @HallamSkills 

Online: blogs.shu.ac.uk/skillscentre 

Email: skillscentre@shu.ac.uk 

In person: See our website for drop-in times 

1-1s 

Thirty minute 1-1s for when you're not sure where to start or 
if group sessions aren't for you. Our advisors can work with 
you to identify and develop your skills, and to be confident 
and independent in your academic work. 
 

Working off campus  

Develop your skills from home, work or whilst travelling with 
webinars, phone call 1-1s, and a wide range of online study 
guides and resources. 
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